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SAN JOSE SHARKS: TEAM LOOK-AHEAD  
The San Jose Sharks will vie for another 100-point season, a mark they’ve hit in each of the 
past two seasons and nine times in franchise history. Only three clubs have more 100-point 
campaigns since the Sharks entered the League in 1991-92: Detroit (17), New Jersey (13) and 
Pittsburgh (13). Five other clubs have nine such campaigns in that span. 
 
San Jose has reached the playoffs in 21 of 27 seasons since joining the League in 1991-92, the 
third most appearances in that span behind Detroit (23) and Pittsburgh (22). 
 
The Sharks have finished among the top two in their division in 10 of the past 15 seasons, 
reaching the postseason 14 times in that span (including each of the past four years). In that 
same timeframe, San Jose has won at least one playoff round 10 times, made five trips to the 
Conference Finals (2004, 2010, 2011, 2016, 2019) and one Stanley Cup Final appearance 
(2016). 
 
SEASON-OPENING STATS 
* The Sharks won seven straight season-openers from 2010-11 to 2016-17, two from matching 
the NHL record of nine consecutive season-opening wins shared by the Montreal Canadiens 
(1953-54—1961-62) and St. Louis Blues (1978-79—1986-87). 
 
* San Jose is one of eight teams in League history to start a season with consecutive shutouts, 
doing so in 2014-15. The Minnesota Wild also achieved the feat that season; no club has done 
so since. 
 
* Joe Thornton, who re-signed with the Sharks on Sept. 6, has collected 5-12—17 in 20 career 
season openers. His 17 career points in season-opening games are tied with Alex Ovechkin 
(10-7—17 in 14 GP) for the highest such total among active players. 
 

https://records.nhl.com/records/team-records/shutouts/most-consecutive-shutouts-season-start
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OFFENSIVE OUTLOOK  
* Logan Couture is one of 12 players to score 20 or more goals in at least eight of the last nine 
seasons. The only players to hit the 20-goal mark in all nine seasons since 2010-11: Patrick 
Kane, Phil Kessel, Alex Ovechkin, John Tavares and Jonathan Toews. 
 
* Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier are each coming off their first career 30-goal season. Hertl, who 
finished second on the team in both goals and points (35-39—74 in 77 GP), also ranked fourth 
in the NHL with a 19.9% shooting percentage (min. 125 SOG). 
 
* Meier, who will celebrate his 23rd birthday on Oct. 8, was one of eight players last season to 
score at least 30 goals and log 90 or more hits. He was the second-youngest member of that 
cohort behind Calgary’s Matthew Tkachuk. 
 
* Brent Burns and Erik Karlsson were the highest scoring defensive duo in the League last 
season, combining for 128 points overall (Burns: 16-67—83; Karlsson: 3-42—45), including 103 
points in 53 regular-season games when both were in the lineup (Burns: 10-48—58; Karlsson: 
3-42—45). 
 
* Burns, who has not missed a game since 2013-14 and led the Sharks in scoring in each of the 
last three seasons, can become the sixth defenseman in NHL history to record at least six 
consecutive 60-point campaigns. The only blueliners to do so: Ray Bourque (13; 1981-82—
1993-94), Paul Coffey (11; 1981-82—1991-92), Phil Housley (11; 1982-83—1992-93) and 
Bobby Orr (7; 1968-69—1974-75) and Al MacInnis (8; 1984-85—1991-92). 
 
THE FUTURE IS NOW 
* Forward Dylan Gambrell, 23, was one of six AHL rookies to score 20 goals last season, 
playing the fewest games among that group (20-25—45 in 51 GP). The Bonney Lake, Wash., 
scored San Jose’s only goal in their Game 6 loss to the Blues in the 2019 Western Conference 
Final – the first tally of his NHL career. Gambrell joined Marcel Goc (May 4, 2004 at COL) as 
the only Sharks players to score their first NHL goal in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
 
* Forward Alexander True, 22, will aim to crack the NHL roster after leading the AHL’s San 
Jose Barracuda in goals and points last season (24-31—55 in 68 GP). Signed as a free agent 
on July 18, 2018, True (Kobenhavn, Denmark) can become the third Danish player to skate with 
the Sharks following Mikkel Boedker and Jannik Hansen. 
  
 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS  
A look at how players have fared historically in their debut game/season with the franchise: 
 
First game with the Sharks. . .  
SKATERS 
Most goals: 2 (3x; last: Devin Setoguchi on Oct. 29, 2007) 
Most assists: 2 (8x; last: Evander Kane on Feb. 27, 2018) 
Most points: 3 (Darren Turcotte on March 20, 1996) 
 
DEFENSEMEN 
Most goals: 2 (Pat MacLeod on Oct. 4, 1991) 
Most assists: 2 (Scott Hannan on Oct. 9, 1998 and Rob Blake on Oct 9, 2008) 
Most points: 2 (3x; last: Rob Blake on Oct 9, 2008) 

http://www.nhl.com/stats/player?reportType=season&seasonFrom=20182019&seasonTo=20182019&gameType=2&filter=shots,gte,125&sort=shootingPctg
http://www.nhl.com/stats/player?reportType=season&seasonFrom=20182019&seasonTo=20182019&gameType=2&filter=shots,gte,125&sort=shootingPctg
http://www.nhl.com/stats/player?report=realtime&reportType=season&seasonFrom=20182019&seasonTo=20182019&gameType=2&filter=hits,gte,90&filter=goals,gte,30&sort=hits
https://www.nhl.com/gamecenter/sjs-vs-col/2004/05/04/2003030246
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GOALTENDERS 
Most saves: 48 (Jeff Hackett on Oct. 4, 1991) 
Shutout: 2 (Brian Boucher on Mar. 1, 2008 and Troy Grosenick on Nov. 16, 2014) 
 
 
First season with the Sharks. . . 
SKATERS 
Most goals: 39 (Dany Heatley in 2009-10) 
Most assists: 72 (Joe Thornton in 2005-06) 
Most points: 92 (Joe Thornton in 2005-06) 
 
DEFENSEMEN 
Most goals: 16 (Dan Boyle in 2008-09) 
Most assists: 42 (Erik Karlsson in 2018-19) 
Most points: 57 (Dan Boyle in 2008-09) 
 
GOALTENDERS 
Most wins: 37 (Martin Jones in 2015-16) 
Most Shutouts: 6 (Martin Jones in 2015-16 and Antti Niemi in 2010-11) 


